8 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

That if a fufficient nimber of men fhall enroll to make up a company, of .artillery
men, they may cbufe their proper officers, who fhall be commiffioned as aforefaid, and
fubje® to the fame rules as the militia. S o . ;

And whereas it is abfolutely neceflary in this time of imminent danger, that there
fhould be fome power exifting, which may fuperintend the execution of the-orders and
refolutions of the Convention, and occafionally, from time to time, promote the pru-
dent and neceflary preparations—for defence, and in cafe of neceflity, call forth a due
proportion, or even the whole of the fofce of the province, in an orderly and regular
manner, whereby the ftrength of the whole will be greatly increafed in the common de- -
fence, and the rights and liberties of all better fecured, L | |

ResoLvED, That fixteen perfons, eight of whom refiding on the weftern, and eight
on the eaftern-fhore, fhall be chofen by ballot, by this Convention; and be ftiled and -
denominated The Council of Safety of Maryland. S g L :

- That any nine or more of. the {211 Council of Safety convened, or the major part of
them, dire@ and Tegulate the operations of the minute-men and militia, and may as
aforefaid,. grant all military cemmiffions, ‘appoint and commiffion field officers, and ap-
point and regulate the rank of all military officers. And in the recefs of the Convention.
_ —call -forth the minute-men into aétion in any place or places in this province or the
' nrizhbouring ¢olonies; and the militia into attion in any place or places in this province,. -
at {uch time and times, in fuch proportions;” and on fuch occafions as they may judge
neceflary 3 and do all fuch other matters and things for fecuring and ftrengthening this
_province and for providing forthe defence thereof, as they fhall deem neceflary and ex- *
- pe:ient, and execute fuch other powers as may be entrufted to them. by the Convention: . -
of this province. | ' - ,
" That 25 at fome times a neceflity for taking fpeedy meafures, may be fo prefling that
- a delay till the Council of Safety could aflemble together, woula be highly dangerous, .
and many things of lefs moment may well and more conveniently be tranfaéted by a'ma-
* jority of members refiding on the refpe@ive thores, the members refiding on either fhore
re{petively, or the major part-of them, or fuch of them as fhall be in this province,
- may.not only grant commiffions for court-martials when applied for, and hear, deter-
mine, and punifh high and dangerous offences, according to the'refolutions of this Con-
—Yention, but may alfd in éafe of inftant danger, or prefling neceflity, call forth the mi-
' nute-men or militia of their refpe&live fhore ; yet it is recommended,. if time will per-
""" mit, for the whole Council of Safety, or nine of them to meet and confult together, -
" that thofe of either fhore do not feparately call forth the minute-men or militia; and that
if time will riot permit {uch meeting and confultation, then, as foon afterthe {cparate
a& done as may be,. the whole Council of Safety thall be fummoned, and the orders:
and refolutions of a majority of any'nine or more of them, thall controul’ and govern ;.

-

it being the intention of this Convention, that 2 joint Council, when the fame can be |

. held on things of moment, fhould have the fupreme direction. o :
That any two or more of the faid Council of Safety call a meeting of the members
on their refpeive fhore, or of the whole. . D .
That anv officer of the minute-nien or militia may be fufpended[from‘\the exercife of
_his:commiffion by the Council of Safety, or that branch of it refiding on the thore
wherdon fuch officer refides ; or if the Council of Safety fhould think proper, they may,.
upon full hearing, difplace any ficld officer, and appoint and commiflion anotfier in his
ftead ; and that on the death, . refignation or removal of any commiffioned offiter, be-.
; }bw:‘tb‘e'}deg}ee of a field officer, from his office, the Council of Safety may appoint-and
dommiffion another in his ftead. = | ; LT
" That the Council of Safety,  or.either branch thereof, for expences incirred on its
refpective fhore, may fram time to timie, draw orders on the treafurer of their'xefpegive
' : . B ' T fore:



